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MINISTER FOR STATE DEVELOPMENT 
Infrastructure Projects — Government Management — Personal Explanation 

MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe — Minister for State Development) [2.46 pm]: Under standing order 148, I 
seek to make a personal explanation. 

The SPEAKER: Proceed. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Yesterday, in debate relating to the Mineralogy agreement act, which was introduced into 
this Parliament in 2002, I made comments to the effect that at the time I considered that the introduction of that 
act, or bill as it was, was premature. I still hold that position. Following those comments, the member for 
Cannington rose to his feet and made comments to the effect that I was not telling the truth; that indeed in 2002 I 
had never made any reference in my speech to the bill being premature. That seemed odd to me at the time. The 
reason I am making a personal explanation is that I was accused of not telling — 

Point of Order 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: Can I ask for the Speaker’s ruling whether this actually constitutes a personal explanation 
as listed under the standing orders? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Further to that point of order — 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: I am asking for the Speaker’s ruling. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: And I am making a comment further to the member’s point of order. The accusation made 
against me was of not telling the truth, specifically — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: A point of order was raised by the member for Midland. The Premier wants to speak further on 
the point of order. If the Leader of the Opposition has something to say, he can speak next. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The reason that I seek to make a personal explanation is that the comments by the member 
for Cannington specifically accused me of not telling the truth, and implied and used the word “lying”. I therefore 
seek the right to correct the public record. 

The SPEAKER: The Leader of the Opposition wanted to speak on this point of order. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: A personal explanation should be without great surrounding detail. It should not specifically 
launch an attack on another member of the house. That has been a longstanding procedure in this place—a member 
makes a short explanation and does not launch an attack; otherwise, this is the way this will be conducted. 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: I draw the Speaker’s attention to Hansard where I attempted to correct the record 
following question time when the Minister for Police implied that I had not said words that I had in fact said. The 
Speaker said that I was not permitted to make my explanation because it went beyond the normal procedures of 
standing order 148. I therefore ask the Speaker to apply his existing decision in respect of standing order 148 and 
that it only be restricted very narrowly to matters and not be allowed to extend broadly. If the Speaker is to change 
his ruling on this matter, I will seek the Speaker’s indulgence to seek the call so that I can correct the record related 
to the Minister for Police during question time. It would appear to me not to be fair if the Speaker were to change 
his ruling now on standing order 148 in a way that allows the Premier to canvass my behaviour when the Speaker 
did not let me canvass the behaviour of the Minister for Police. 

The SPEAKER: A personal explanation can be only a short statement that affects the person in question. It is not 
to be debated at all. If the Premier is prepared to make a short statement, I am prepared to hear him. 

Personal Explanation Resumed  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Thank you, Mr Speaker. Indeed, my statement is short. I simply reiterate that in the debate 
yesterday on Mineralogy, comments were made in this house implying that in the debate in 2002, I had made the 
comment that in my view the introduction of the state agreement bill on Mineralogy was premature. Following 
that, comments were made in this house that that was not the truth and indeed I was accused of lying; that is where 
I got to. 

Point of Order 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: Standing order 148 specifically states that a personal explanation is not to be a reply. The 
tradition in this house is that it is where we correct our own record about our own behaviour. It is not an opportunity 
to make a reply to another member or to contest a point that another member has made. That is the ruling that has 
been consistently given in this house, Mr Speaker. 
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The SPEAKER: Sit down, please. 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: I would ask you to enforce that ruling. It matters little whether you are brief or not — 

The SPEAKER: Member for Midland! 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: — you are out of order. 

Personal Explanation Resumed 

The SPEAKER: Can the Premier make a short statement. 

Point of Order 
Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: The Premier claimed a moment ago in his personal explanation that I had called him a 
liar; that is not true and I require the Premier to withdraw the remark. I never said those words, and he has no right 
to make a claim that those words came out of my mouth. 

The SPEAKER: You cannot make a point of order to debate the issue. Now, the Premier’s short statement. 

Personal Explanation Resumed 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: Mr Speaker — 

Point of Order 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: Mr Speaker, I draw your attention to page 3183 of the Hansard from Tuesday, 13 May 
2014. I make the point to you — 

Mr P.T. Miles: It’s not a point of order. 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: It is a point of order. If he does not — 

The SPEAKER: Member for Wanneroo, I call you to order for the first time. I want to hear points of order in 
silence. 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: Mr Speaker, on that day I said these words — 

During question time, part of a quote from a newspaper was read. I would like to read the balance of the 
quote. It states — 

Labor member for Cannington Bill Johnston said there was no doubt the government had failed 
to crack down on hoons in the area. 

“Residents in the electorate of Cannington are always complaining about the increased problems 
with hoons,” — 

The SPEAKER: Sit down, please. 
Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: Mr Speaker, you then — 
The SPEAKER: Sit down, please. 
Several members interjected. 
Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: I am trying to put my point of order. 
The SPEAKER: Sit down, please. You cannot use a point of order to debate the issue. 
Mr W.J. Johnston: Why not? 
The SPEAKER: Member for Cannington! Right, the Premier. 

Personal Explanation Resumed 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: Mr Speaker, I think I was — 
Several members interjected. 

Point of Order 
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: Mr Speaker, you have said that you cannot use a point of order to debate an issue. I put it 
to you that you cannot use a personal explanation to debate an issue either. That has been my consistent point of 
order, Mr Speaker. I call upon you to enforce that because otherwise a precedent will be set in this house where 
everybody will be using personal explanations to debate issues. 
The SPEAKER: The Premier. 
Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: Mr Speaker, on 13 May, at page 3183 of Hansard, you directed this. You said — 
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Sit down, please. This is not a personal explanation. 
I would like to — 
The SPEAKER: Sit down, please. That is still my ruling. Now, a short explanation from the Premier. I want this 
over. 

Personal Explanation Resumed 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: Mr Speaker, yes, I will be very brief. I doubted that I would not have made those comments. 
Indeed, comments about lying and not telling the truth are important in Parliament, so I took the trouble to actually 
go back to the 2002 Hansard, and I will place on the record that I specifically referred to the bill being premature. 
I also made the point that the project had changed nature, and that there was no major player — 
Several members interjected. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: I have finished! 

Point of Order 
Mr B.S. WYATT: Mr Speaker, I would like a decision from you in respect of a personal explanation under 
standing order 148 that notes, at footnote 83, that — 
Member is entitled to make a personal explanation to correct any misimpression, but may not make a reply or raise 
a new matter … 
I would like your decision now on whether what the Premier just did was indeed a valid personal explanation 
according to the standing orders. 
The SPEAKER: I think that it was a valid personal explanation, and if we listened to it — 
Several members interjected. 
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